
Equipping the Journey – 3/5/22 
Can You Trust the Bible? 

 
CANON: a collection or list of sacred books accepted as genuine 
 
From the Journey statement of faith: We believe that the Bible is the revelation of the Creator 
to His creation. In the Bible, God tells us who He is, who we are, what His plan is for His creation 
and how we are to relate to Him. The Bible is given by God, making it free from error and 
completely trustworthy to teach us the truth. It is the ultimate source of authority in the life of 
all believers.” 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 Widely accepted by the Jews as their canon 

 Dead Sea Scrolls discovered in 1947 and 1948, from 3rd to 1st century BC 
 
THE APOCRYPHA 

 The books between the two Testaments which Catholics acknowledge as scripture 

 The New Testament quotes the Old Testament hundreds of times, but never the 
Apocrypha 

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT 

 The four gospels are the only ones from the first century. 

 The importance of eyewitness apostles 

 2 Peter 1:15-17 and I John 1:1-3 

 Why would the apostles make this up? 
o They made themselves look bad 
o They gained nothing; only persecution and usually death 

 The Early Church and how it came together 
o Self-authenticating, intrinsic model of canon 
o Councils affirmed what was already being used, rather than picking and choosing 

 
TRANSLATIONS 

 Translation is possible and it matters 
o Best done by a team of scholars for accountability 
o All good translations will be very similar 
o Faithfulness to the original is most important, with a balance for readability and 

updated language 

 Solid translations: ESV, NIV, CSB, NASB 

 Obvious broken “translations”: Joseph Smith, Jehovah’s Witnesses 

 Other dangerous paraphrase “translations”: The Message, The Passion 



 Psalm 18:1 in NIV: “I love you Lord, my strength.” Passion: “Lord, I passionately love 
you! I want to embrace you, For now you’ve become my Power!” 

 
GENRE 

 A lack of trust in the Bible often comes from misinterpreting genre. 

 We read the Bible on its own terms, acknowledging different genres: Law, History, 
Poetry, Wisdom, Prophecy, Narrative, Parable, Epistle, Apocalyptic 

o “You shall keep my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with a different 
kind. You shall not sow your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a 
garment of cloth made of two kinds of material.”   -Leviticus 19:19 

o “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart 
from it.”  -Proverbs 22:6 

o “Behold, you are beautiful, my love; behold, you are beautiful; your eyes 
are doves.”  -Song of Songs 1:15 

 
RESOURCES 
 
The God Who Speaks (Youtube and RightNow, 90 minute documentary) 
Understanding English Bible Translation by Leland Ryken 
The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable? By F.F. Bruce 
Alisa Childers: “Did Christians Pick which Books Should be in the Bible?” (7 minutes on youtube) 
www.michaeljkruger.com Dr. Michael Kruger’s site, called “Canon Fodder” 
Christianity at the Crossroads by Michael Kruger (all about 2nd century Christianity and the 
spread of the gospel and the use of the scripture at that time). 
Is the New Testament Reliable? By Paul Barnett 
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PREFACE 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 

and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 

good work.  

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV) 

 
 
THE NUMBERS 
 

______________ Greek Words in the NT 
 

______________ Textual Variants  
 

______________ Greek Manuscripts  
 

______________ Non-Greek Manuscripts  
 

Within _____ years we have __% of all Bible verses.  
 

___% of variants are meaningful and viable.  
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